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  PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD  
     Meeting Minutes 

                February 5, 2020 

Opening: 

A meeting of the Lebanon Parks and Recreation Board was held at 7:00 p.m. on 2-5-2020 at the Lebanon 

City Building.  The meeting was called to order by Jeff Napier. 

In Attendance: 

Jeff Napier, Janie Bicknell, Barb Leitschuh, Shawn Ford, Scott Nash, Jane Davis, Adam Kwiecinski, and 

Casey Burdick. And guest Susan Galise 

A. Approval of January Minutes:  Motion to approve by Adam Kwiecinski, seconded by Jeff Napier, 

approved by the board. 

B. Agenda: 

1. Board Vacancies 

We are happy to have Susan Galise join the Park Board meeting tonight.  She was recommended by 

KC Stallings, so we wanted to introduce her to the group and let Susan sit in on a meeting to get a feel 

for the Board.  Susan introduced herself as a stay at home Mom.  She is on the board of the local 

“Mom’s group” and an avid user of the Lebanon Parks. Prior to having children, she worked for the 

Ronald McDonald House Charities.   

 We also have a new member, who is on vacation this week, but will join us at the March 

meeting, Steve Shaw.  He is a local wellness/fitness coach and he and wife are avid users of our Park 

system.  He was interested in getting more involved in the community.  Casey will let him properly 

introduce himself at the March meeting.   

  

2. Butterfly Release Event/Run 

Casey gave a recap of what we discussed at the January meeting to ensure everyone was caught up on 

what was discussed.  The Park Board is going to host a 5k run/walk starting at the Junior High, 

running through Miller Park and ending in the Park.  The race will begin at 9:30am ahead of the 

Garden Club event which will go from 10-noon.  The Park Board decided not to host a Kids Fun Run 

this year until we get a better feel for the flow of inaugural run and will reconsider in 2021.  The race 

will not be chipped, but participants will be given race bibs and it will be timed.  No medals, awards, 

or teeshirts will be given to keep costs down, but participants will get a ticket/coupon to receive a 

butterfly at the Garden Club event.  The cost of the butterfly from the Garden Club is $5, so folks that 

register by mid July will be guaranteed a butterfly.  The City will give the Garden Club our count of 

butterflies and then write them a check for the amount.  It was determined we would charge $20 per 

runner.  The group voted and the name of the event is the “Monarch Run”. 

 

For those who weren’t aware, the Garden Club Butterfly Release event grew beyond expectations last 

year to over 1000 people.  Casey is helping the Garden Club with some logistical items like getting 

more educational booths, more portalets, contacting City Gate Church to see if they are willing to 

provide a church van and a golf cart to help transport folks to the event and around the park.  The 
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Garden Club also asked for help with getting folks signed in that day and handing out the butterflies.  

Casey is also going to reach out to get a shaved ice vendor and a mobile food vendor to be onsite.   

 

Adam asked if there were opportunities for making additional money on the event or adding other 

local businesses to participate in the event.  Casey said she would like to continue to work with the 

Garden Club, because this is their event primarily and we don’t want to just take it over.  They are 

going to try to make a little money on the butterflies and start to cover some of their costs. But Park 

Board can definitely look at what other options we could offer.  Jeff asked, since Girdwood has been 

the title sponsor of the Blues Run for all these years he asked if we could still invite them to host the 

finish line by bringing their truck and if they would want to donate some water and snacks for 

participants.  The group didn’t think it would be a problem and we could add their logo to the 

registration flyer if they would like to participate.  Jeff is going to reach out to the Girdwoods. 

 

3. Lebanon Bike Park Update 

Casey heard form Chad Irey, he is still working on the concept plan for the new mountain bike trails.  

No update from Dave Huff on repairing the pump tracks. She will reach out before the next meeting.  

KC is working on the sponsorship packets.  Casey said they are getting very close to ready for trying 

to find sponsors and donors.  Scott N mentioned that there needs to be a sign on the fence to the Mtn 

Biking Area explaining the trail is closed when the gate is locked and it isn’t just closed off to cars or 

bikes, it is closed for all uses, because people are just walking around the edge of the fence.  Scott also 

said that the park is still very actively being used despite the weather! 

 

4. Bike Park Upcoming Events 

Here is the preliminary planning with more details to come. 

-Saturday, February 8th, 10-1: Healthy Family Day at Countryside YMCA.  Casey plans on 

having a table at this event promoting the Bike Park and the other parks in general.  If anyone is 

interested in joining, feel free.  She will have a table near Door 5 near the Premier Health 

entrance. 

-Saturday, May 2nd or 9th, TBA half a day: Media event for Tommy, the Bike Park, and kid’s 

safety/biking.   

-Saturday, August 22nd or 29th, ~11am-7pm.  Big event/fundraiser.  Will have vendors, food, 

beer, riding events, bike demos, etc. 

-Volunteer Work Days will be on the 3rd Wednesday of the month starting in February.  The 

February and November work days will be from 4:30-6pm, March-October work days will be 

from 5-6:30pm.  We will add or take away days as needed.  Casey will send these dates to CORA 

to get on their calendar.  On February 19th from 4:30-6pm, both the Park Board and Shade Tree 

commission are invited to the Bike Park to walk the new section of property and with whatever 

time is left, we will work on picking up rocks from around the jumpline.   

 

5. Grant Projects-Lebanon-Countryside YMCA Phase 1 & Phase 2: Phase 1 is pretty much done 

and the City has started working with ODOT on the second phase.  The City is exploring the 

option of moving the trail to the east side of Deerfield Road starting at the crossing in front of the 

YMCA due to too many conflicting utilities on the west side.  

-Clean Ohio Trails Fund- Northern Bike Trail Extension: Was approved by ODNR but the City 

has to wait to move forward with the project until it has to be approved by the State Controlling 

Board. 

 -NatureWorks Grant- Pleasant Park Basketball Courts: work is complete 

-State Capital Budget funds- applying for $600k to pave the driveway and add parking to the 

west side of the park. If the grant is received the City would be responsible for $300k and the 

state would pay $300k.  The Warren County Soccer Club has also approached a lobby group 
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from Warren County to apply for additional Capital Improvement Funds to improve the fields 

conditions at the Sports Complex as a “Phase 2” of the same application.   This would be an 

additional $300k and with the state covering $200k and the $100k by the WCSC. Should hear 

something in March. 

-Scott’s Lawn Care Baseball Field renovation grant- Submitted 

 

6. Cedar City Park update 

Mickie said the Garden Club landscaping committee will be meeting on February 11th at 6pm. 

Casey will send a draft of the landscaping plan for Cedar City Park for them to review before that 

time.   

 

7. Berry Park 

Tentative ground breaking in June. 

 

8. Park’s Master Plan  

The WCRPC is now working on filtering through the comments and coming up with draft plan.  Once 

the proposals are complete, the plan will be sent by email to the stakeholders and Park Board 

hopefully in March.  Once comments are received and addressed the next draft of the plan will be 

presented to the Park Board at the April meeting.  If approved by Park Board, the final draft will be 

presented to City Council for a vote to accept. The timing is tentative, depending on the number of 

comments received that need to be addressed. 

 

9. Parks website upgrade 

The City staff will have a training on January 22nd.  Hopefully the site will be active in February. 

 

10. Volunteer Events 

The City of Lebanon Parks will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of Earth Day on Wednesday, April 

22nd, from 4-6:30 PM at Harmon Park playground.  Groups will be picking up trash and sticks, 

helping to spread playground mulch, and clearing honeysuckle.  Feel free to come as your schedule 

allows.  Please wear long pants and sturdy shoes or boots.  Gloves are recommended.  If you have 

extra pruners or loppers, please bring them along.  All volunteers under 16 need to be accompanied by 

an adult.   

 

Other business: Adam mentioned that the economic development team for Main Street Lebanon is looking at 

ways to bring more people into Lebanon.  That group was looking into hosting a Criterium Race in town and 

are in the very beginning stages of planning.  They are trying to incorporate all the City’s initiatives relating to 

biking and bike infrastructure.  He will keep the Park Board and City Manager informed as this planning 

progresses. 

Next Meeting: Park Board meeting Wednesday, March 4th at 7:00 PM in the City Building 

 

   

Submitted by Casey Burdick 
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